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The digital media staff at roanoke.com
have won national awards for their
journalistic work in the multimedia
world. Articles in The Roanoke Times
about Iraq war veterans, a young
cancer survivor and Appalachian music
in Southwest Virginia are just a few
examples of stories that come alive with
sound, video, still photos, timelines,
maps, and other educational features
through multimedia.

Join us on Thursday, October 12, 2006
as Seth M. Gitner, Multimedia Editor for
The Roanoke Times/roanoke.com will
demonstrate examples of new ways to
communicate with an audience—both
local and international—using technol-
ogy in effective and exciting ways.

Multimedia Storytelling with Roanoke.com
By: Jennifer Faulkner, President-Elect, Program Chair

Seth M. Gitner

The program is sponsored by
The Roanoke Times.

at the Poynter Institute's Visual Edge
Workshop, North Carolina Photojour-
nalism Workshop, and Truth with a
Camera workshop.

A past president of the Virginia News
Photographer's Association, Seth
Gitner currently serves on the Board
of Directors of the National Press
Photographer's Association (NPPA) as
Chapter Board Representative where
he also chair's the newly established
multimedia committee. Both his
multimedia and photography have
been recognized by the NPPA's Best
of Photojournalism contest.

The roanoke.com digital media team
has earned numerous accolades
including a 'Best Internet Site under
1 million users' by Editor and Publisher
magazine, the 2006 NAA Most
Innovative Storytelling Award, the 2005
Scripps Howard Award for Web Report-
ing, and many other notable honors. �

Seth Gitner has been Multimedia
Editor for The Roanoke Times/
roanoke.com since January 2005.
His role is to help integrate multime-
dia news, gathering techniques into a
traditional print newsroom. Before
entering the online news side of
journalism, Seth was a still photojour-
nalist for 10 years. Teaching experi-
ence includes multimedia storytelling
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What a busy summer for our chapter! We had two
wonderful luncheon programs with Paul Regan
and Steven Gossett as well as an excellent
diversity workshop with Dr. Rochelle Ford, APR.
I’d like to recognize our committees for doing such
a great job as well as take the opportunity to thank
all of our program sponsors.

We will continue our commitment of advancing the
profession with a fantastic Fall schedule of events.
In October, we have two great events lined up.
Seth M. Gitner, Multimedia Editor for The Roanoke
Times/roanoke.com is our guest speaker at the October 12 luncheon. Also,
the annual Summit Awards gala is Friday, October 27 at the Hotel Roanoke.
Last, we will co-host our first ever joint “Ethics” program with the Society of
Human Resource organization on Thursday, November 16 at the Farmhouse
in Christiansburg.

Welcome New Members

I’m pleased to announce that we added 13 new members since the beginning
of 2006! On behalf of the Blue Ridge Chapter PRSA, I wanted to take this
opportunity to personally welcome the new members to the organization.
I know you will find this exciting group of public relations, marketing and
communication professionals a great resource.

Get Involved

I encourage all members to get more involved with the organization. Your options
are endless. You’ll be surprised at how your membership will evolve within the
chapter. You’ll network with other members, coordinate chapter related tasks and
learn something new. If you have an interest in a particular committee for 2007,
your involvement is more than welcome. Training is provided and lots of planning
takes place at the annual retreat. For more information, contact Jennifer
Faulkner, President-Elect at 540-345-0008 ext. 3124.

PRSA 2006 International Conference

The 2006 PRSA International Conference “Benchmarking Your Public
Relations Strategies With The Best” is scheduled for November 11-14 in
Salt Lake City, UT. For more information about the event visit
http://www.prsa.org/conf2006/.

The 2006 PRSA Assembly will take place on Saturday, November 11, at the
Grand America Hotel in Salt Lake City, UT and the Blue Ridge Chapter will be
represented by our Assembly Delegate, Teresa Gereaux, APR.

Congratulations

Diversity Chair, Thomas Becher, Vice President with John Lambert Associates
was nominated for the 2006 “Top 20 Under 40,” a profile of Southwest
Virginia’s top 20 business leaders under the age of 40, prepared by the
Blue Ridge Business Journal. This is the second year in a row that board
members from our chapter have been recognized in this prestigious list of
leaders in the region. Congratulations!

Message from the President
By: Christopher Finley

Mark you calendars! In addition
to our October program, we
have one final program in
2006. Below are the speaker
and sponsor for the December
professional development
luncheon program. Many
thanks to our program
sponsors! If you have any
ideas for future topics or
speakers, please let me know.

December 14th

Heather Browning,
Community Relations Manager,
Town of Blacksburg

Sponsor: The Willard Companies

Topic: Extreme Home Makeover
Experience

Mail reservation and money
payable to Blue Ridge Chapter
PRSA to:

Linda Scarborough
Community Relations Specialist
Roanoke County Public Schools
5937 Cove Road, N.W.
Roanoke, VA 24019

2006 Program
and Sponsorship
Update
By: Jennifer Faulkner
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Adult Literacy in Roanoke Valley is a Growing Problem
Literacy Volunteers needs your help… and tutors
By: Todd Burns, Public Service Chair

After a few years of support from
the Blue Ridge PRSA chapter,
Literacy Volunteers Roanoke Valley
is showing some real positive
movement in some key areas.
In 2003, when I originally took the
proposal to support Literacy
Volunteers to the BRPRSA board,
there were a few critical areas
where we needed to have an
impact. Chiefly among them was to
get the word out about the program
to students and tutors, and to help
the organization reduce the
dependence on government
funding.

In its 2004/2005 report (the
organization’s fiscal year ends
June 30), Executive Director
Annette Loschert reported progress
in two of these three areas. Literacy
Volunteers is helping more adults to
read and learn English than ever
before. In one area alone, ESOL
(English For Speakers of Other
Languages) we saw a 66 percent
increase in learners with more than
12 hours of instruction (89 to 148)
over the 2003/2004 fiscal year.

Financially speaking, the organiza-
tion is moving further away from
dependence on the shaky state and
federal government funding
sources. I’ve been on Literacy
Volunteers board since 2002, and I
remember when we had less than
five corporate donors. Last year,
26 percent of the income came
from corporate sources, while
government’s portion of the budget
was cut from 36 percent in 2003/
2004 to 30 percent last year.

These are all positive steps to help
ensure that a community organiza-
tion serving a growing need in our
community continues to have the
resources it needs to help our
citizens. And, at least a part of the
success should be shared with the

BRPRSA chapter and the public
service committee.

This team of PR volunteers helped
develop the corporate identity for
Literacy Volunteers, developed
funding and recruitment brochures,
developed PSAs, developed a
PowerPoint template to use on
corporate calls, edited funding
letters, and has supported a number
of media- related activities that are
helping keep Literacy Volunteers in
the minds of our region’s thought
leaders.

As is always the case, though, there
is much more work to do. Literacy
Volunteers still needs help recruiting
tutors. The impressive number of
adults served last year was achieved
despite an 11 percent drop in volun-
teer tutors. We now have about 90
and we need many more.

On the flip side, we have a few
major events planned in the coming

Join us Thursday, November 16,
for our first ever joint “Ethics”
program with the Society of Human
Resource organization at the
Farmhouse in Christiansburg, VA.

Look for more information headed
your way in the near future.
Event contact: Bobby Parker at
540-381-6887.  �

Ethics Workshop - Save-the-Date!
By: Bobby Parker, Ethics Chair

months, and the organization seems
to see an increase in tutors after a
successful event. On September 6,
Literacy Volunteers will host “An
Evening With Dr. James Robertson”
at the Jefferson Center. This world-
renowned Civil War Historian is
captivating and entertaining. It
promises to be a great opportunity to
celebrate International Literacy Month
and spread the word about Literacy
Volunteers. As a member of the
chapter, please consider attending to
show your support. Tickets are $35 or
$30 each and can be purchased on-line
through the Jefferson Center. More
information about the event is available
on-line at http://www.lvarv.org.

If you would like to join the public
service team, please contact me at
tfburns@aep.com or 540-985-2912, or
Molly Bell at molly.bell@roanoke.com
or 540-981-3374. We have several
projects that need immediate PR
support, including promotion of the
Dr. Robertson event.  �
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The Blue Ridge Chapter
Public Relations Society of America presents

Seth M. Gitner
Multimedia Storytelling with Roanoke.com

Sponsored by:
The Roanoke Times

Thursday, October 12, 2006
Noon Luncheon Meeting, Hotel Roanoke

Fees & Information

Chapter Members: $22.00
Students & Interns: $17.00
Non-Members: $30.00

Note: There is a $5.00 LATE FEE
for reservations made after
Monday, October 9.

Parking at the Hotel Roanoke is
$3.00 for self-parking, $5.00 for
valet. Parking on Wells Avenue
is free.

Please make check payable to
Blue Ridge Chapter - PRSA

Mail reservation form and
money to:
Linda Scarborough
Community Relations Specialist
Roanoke County Public Schools
5937 Cove Road, N.W.
Roanoke, VA 24019

RSVP online at:
www.prsa-blueridge.org

If you require a special meal (e.g.
vegetarian) or have a food allergy,
please indicate this when making
your reservation.

Your Name: _______________________________________

Company: ________________________________________

Phone Number: ____________________________________

Email: ___________________________________________

Number of members attending  ($22.00 ea): _____________

Names: __________________________________________

________________________________________________

Number of students attending  ($17.00 ea): ______________

Names: __________________________________________

________________________________________________

Number of non-members attending  ($30.00 ea):__________

Names: __________________________________________

________________________________________________

Total Enclosed: $ ___________________________________

� Please check if this is your first BRC-PRSA meeting.
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Welcome New PRSA Members
By: Elaine Simpson, Membership Chair

Karin Clark

Karin Clark is the Director of Marketing and Communications at Luna Innovations
Incorporated. Luna Innovations is a Southwest, Virginia grown research and develop-
ment company focusing on commercializing products in the areas of sensing and
advanced materials. Karin has been with Luna for five years, and feels blessed to be
involved with an exciting company and a fantastic group of visionaries.

Previous to Luna, Karin was a partner in a business services firm, which offered
management solutions, and technology strategies in the New River and Roanoke
Valley areas. At that time, Karin was also working as the first Director of Communica-
tions at the New Century Technology Council. Prior to that, Karin was the VP of
Business Development & Marketing Director for Anderson and Associates, a civil
engineering firm based in Blacksburg.

Karin is originally from Vienna, Virginia, but she has been this area for about twenty
years. She is a graduate of Radford University and is a Rotarian. Karin is a single
mom of two girls, and her oldest daughter will attend Radford University this year.

Sherri Box

Sherri Box currently works with over 90 research faculty members and supervises a
staff of 2 full-time and 3 part-time employees to lead, coordinate and set the direction
for the VTTI Communications Team.  She works as an advocate for all research
groups at VTTI to develop and distribute promotional and research materials, including
press releases, marketing materials, research proposals, technical reports, scholarly
articles/papers, the institute’s annual report as well as various other documents.  She
currently compiles, writes, edits and delivers quality reports and proposal submissions
to government agencies in a timely manner. She also writes, edits and strategically
delivers public relations materials regarding VTTI to members of the media.

Previously as the Grants Administrator for a small nanotechnology firm, Box was
responsible for the management of all pre-award aspects for all government contracts
and was responsible for post-award management of approximately 32 government
contracts, including contract negotiation.

Box has served as the Virginia Tech News Bureau Manager and was responsible for
the writing, editing, dissemination and archival of all university press releases, media
advisories, university statements and daily news summaries.  She worked extensively
with local, regional and national media to promote Virginia Tech and its research
efforts and coordinated research expertise for university news stories.  Box also
served as assistant editor for the university faculty/staff newspaper.  She taught a
pass/fail Communications internship including complete supervision and management
of the program.

Box has also conducted research and has written and edited a Virginia Tech Research
Division 5-year self-study in addition to the division’s annual report.  She has served
as the liaison with various university research center directors and committees and
was responsible for preparing, editing and submitting research reports, statements of
work and proposals for multi-million dollar federal grants.

Continued on Page 6
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Sarah Baumgardner

Sarah Baumgardner is the Environmental Communications Coordinator for the
Western Virginia Water Authority.  Sarah serves as the media contact for the Authority
and works with area students and civic groups in the City of Roanoke and Roanoke
County to educate them about protecting and conserving our water resources.
Prior to coming to the Water Authority in June 2006, Sarah held several marketing and
sales positions at The Roanoke Times. Sarah is a 1988 graduate of Virginia Tech.
She lives in the City of Roanoke with her husband and two children.

Michael Quonce

As a PR coordinator, Michael’s responsibilities are far-ranging and include research,
developing media lists, assisting clients and account executives with a variety of tasks
and handling the coordination of Delta Dental’s Teeth on the Go! statewide program for
students. Even more importantly, he understands the need for attention to detail,
meeting deadlines and taking a thorough approach to each assignment.

He’s a native of Oswego, N.Y., and a graduate of Plattsburgh State University, where
he majored in Communications with a concentration in Public Relations. Before joining
John Lambert Associates, he was a marketing intern for The Flynn Center for
Performing Arts in Burlington, Vermont, where he also produced a documentary film
for the organization.

Michael has a passion for the outdoors and enjoys snowboarding and hiking. He is
Chair of Programs for AD 2, the young advertising professionals group in the Roanoke
Valley.  He also indulges his musical talent with serious attention to the banjo, guitar
and mandolin. And, when things are getting a little too quiet, you’ll find Michael
juggling—fire, knives, clubs and tennis balls—a skill that comes in all too handy in his
daily work.

Laura Neff-Henderson

With a B.S. from Radford University in Journalism with a minor in public relations
coupled with a M.A. from Virginia Commonwealth University in English, Laura Neff-
Henderson began her career as a journalist for a small daily newspaper in Petersburg,
Virginia. Afterwards, she became the Public Information Officer for the Petersburg Public
School System. Since then, she moved to Roanoke and is now the Director of Marketing
for North Cross School. In her new position, Laura will be working hard to develop and
implement a communications plan and working with local and national media on how
North Cross is working to eliminate the achievement gap between boys and girls.

Laura and her husband, Mark have two boys; Hayden, who just turned 1, and Colton,
her step-son, who is 10. Laura loves to read and enjoys spending time with her
friends, but mostly, spends free time watching her youngest child in pure awe of how
quickly he has gone from a newborn baby to a walking, blabbering little guy with her
husband’s temper and her persistence!

Welcome New PRSA Members
Continued from Page 5

Continued on Page 7
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Katie Gehrt

Katie serves as the marketing and communications manager for Student Programs
at Virginia Tech. Student Programs is a large department at the university that
encompasses Residence Life, Housing, Dining, Fraternity and Sorority Life, and
Judicial Affairs.

In this position, Katie is responsible for media relations, public relations, press
releases, copy for marketing materials and web, promotions management, and
event planning. In addition, Katie is often responsible for organizing and art directing
photo and video shoots. One important function of the Student Programs Marketing
Department is assembling information for and creating awards submissions. In the
spring, Katie presented a program at the regional conference for National Association
of College and University Food Services on preparing winning award submissions.

Prior to her position as marketing and communications manager, Katie worked as a
graphic designer for Student Programs for more than three years. As a graphic designer,
Katie produced materials ranging in scope from small to large, including publications,
collateral pieces, logos, and web design. In October 2004, Katie made a presentation at
the Association of College and University Housing Officers-International conference in
Cancun, Mexico and acted as artist in residence at that conference, providing feedback
on the design of publications from colleges and universities.

Katie holds a B.A. in art with a concentration in graphic design from Virginia Tech
and a B.S. in psychology from Virginia Tech. Before moving to Blacksburg to attend
Virginia Tech, Katie lived in Richmond, Virginia, where she graduated from
St. Catherine’s School.

Katie lives in Blacksburg with her husband Brian, and spends most of her free time
riding her horse and traveling.

Rachel DeLauder

Rachel DeLauder is the Writer-Editor for Student Programs, a large organization that
directs housing, self-operated dining, judicial, and student support programs at Virginia
Tech. She writes and edits press releases, feature articles, newsletters, and other
promotional and internal material for the departments within student programs. Her
responsibilities also include maintaining the Student Programs website, managing the
homepage (www.studentprograms.vt.edu), and assisting with promotional functions
and events.

Rachel is a member of the Blacksburg Master Chorale and serves on the board of
directors as vice president of marketing and public relations. She has attended public
relations events, organized the design of a new logo, and conducted research to help
promote the organization in Blacksburg and the surrounding areas.

Rachel graduated summa cum laude from Virginia Tech in May 2005 with a Bachelor
of Arts degree in English. She worked as a managing editor at the student-run
newspaper for two years while earning her degree, and was inducted into the Phi
Beta Kappa Society in her senior year. Rachel is originally from Portsmouth, Virginia
and enjoys reading, singing, and solving crossword puzzles in her free time.

Welcome New PRSA Members
Continued from Page 6

Continued on Page 8
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Tammy Poole

Tammy Poole is a communication specialist in Public Affairs for State Farm insurance
in Charlottesville. She is an award-winning member of Virginia Press Women and has
been in journalism for more than 25 years. She has worked for The Roanoke Times,
The Daily Progress, The Rural Virginian, The Kingsport-Times News and was Editor/
PR Manager for the Virginia State Police Association in Richmond. Her husband,
Mike, is originally from Roanoke. Their daughter, Shawna, is a freshman at Roanoke
College.

Laura Hart

Laura Hart, 22, graduated cum laude from Roanoke College in Salem, Va., in May
2006 with Bachelor of Arts degree in political science.  A native of Charleston, W.V.,
she now lives in Salem.  She is the communication specialist for the Blue Ridge
Mountains Council of the Boy Scouts of America in Roanoke, Va.

Welcome New PRSA Members
Continued from Page 7

Whether or not you submit an award entry, you will want to join us
for a night of celebration—fine food, live music, networking and highlights

of the best public relations work in Southwest Virginia.

Date: Friday, October 27, 2006
Time: Cocktails: 6:00 p.m.

Dinner: 7:00 p.m.
Awards Presentation: 7:45 p.m.

Place: The Hotel Roanoke & Conference Center

Cost: $40 per person (Attendees have a choice of chicken oscar or prime rib. A cash bar will be
available throughout the evening.) Make checks payable to PRSA–Blue Ridge Chapter.

RSVP: Deadline for gala reservations is Friday, October 20, 2006.

Send payment and meal selection with guest name to:
Linda M. Scarborough, Community Relations Specialist, Roanoke County Public Schools

5937 Cove Road, N.W., Roanoke, VA  24019
lscarborough@rcs.k12.va.us   fax: (540) 562-3987   phone: (540) 562-3900 ext. 262

You’re Invited to the 2006 Summit Awards Gala!
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CAREER

Why did you choose PR as a
career choice?
Often times career decisions are
made for the wrong reasons. When I
was attempting to make my career
choice I did not pay attention to
money, opportunity, or trends. I was
only interested in finding a profession
that I knew I would be good at and a
profession that I could remain
passionately committed to from
college to retirement. I was confident
that Public Relations was the career
for me and I have never looked back.

What have been the highlights of
your career?
The greatest highlight of my career
has been to clearly see the positive
impact I have made in the lives of
others. It is my opinion that there is
no better accomplishment or career
highlight than to positively impact
others; truly making each individual
better at what they do and who
they are.

BRC-PRSA Member Spotlight

What’s been the greatest challenge
you’ve faced in your career?
The greatest challenge in my career
has been to learn how to enjoy the
journey.  It is so easy to focus on the
end goal and forget to enjoy the
process.

What is your greatest
accomplishment so far?
My greatest accomplishment so far
has been the teams of people that
I have developed and had the
privilege to lead over the course of
my six years of management.
Instilling belief, confidence, and value
in a person’s life is the most reward-
ing career accomplishment.

What is your career dream for the
future?
My career dream for the future is to
own and operate a successful public
relations, marketing, and creative
agency.

What is your PR philosophy?
Everything I do personally and
professionally is an extension of my
integrity. Therefore I strongly believe
that integrity is the most important
component to a successful career.
It really does not matter how well a
person does something if the person
can’t be trusted.

Public Relations specific…I tell the
story regardless of the circum-
stances.

PERSONAL LOW DOWN

Where were you born?
Detroit, Michigan

College?
Liberty University

What brought you to SW VA?
I moved to Lynchburg in 1999 to
attend Liberty University where I

completed my B.S. in Public
Relations and my M.B.A.

Where do you live?
Lynchburg, Virginia

Married, single, divorced?
Single

Children and ages?
No children

Pets?
No pets

Outside interests/hobbies?
I enjoy reading, mountain biking,
golfing, and working on my Mac.

How do you describe your
personality?
I have a very confident, outgoing,
balanced, and driven personality.

FAVORITES

Food:
Pot roast, mashed potatoes, and
strawberry crème pie

Musicians:
I enjoy every type of music except
rap. Some of my favorites include
Norah Jones, Journey, and Michael
McDonald.

Vacation Spot:
In my opinion, vacationing is all about
who you are with. For that reason,
Atlanta and Detroit are my favorite
vacationing spots because I have
family in both cities.

What is your perfect day away
from work?
It does not get much better than
waking up and having a hot cup of

Name: Don Egle
Age: 26
Title: Director of University
Relations
Company: Liberty University
PRSA Member Since: 2004

Continued on Page 10
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coffee as you make your way out to
the golf course. After you finish
golfing a great round (that is always
important) you get home and throw a
couple of steaks on the grill. After
eating a great meal you watch a
great movie and call it a day.

That is my idea of the perfect day
away from work.

I almost forgot…no blackberry, cell
phone, or any other communication
device!

Community Involvement:
I am involved in my church, serve as
the professional advisor for Liberty
University’s PRSSA chapter, and
work on a variety of community
initiatives including the Lineman’s
Rodeo and the Healing Field that
was recently sponsored by the
Lynchburg Exchange Club.

Other activities include:
I am a member of the International
Association of Business Communica-
tors. I also do some marketing and
public relations consulting.

FUN & BIZARRE

If there was reincarnation and you
had a say in the matter, what
would you come back as?
I would come back as Don Egle.

What’s your most embarrassing
moment?
My most embarrassing professional
moment was when I was completing
my B.S. degree in public relations. I
was in a group during one of my
public relations classes and the
group was tasked with developing a
public relations campaign for Procter
& Gamble. We spent hours on the
project and were very proud of the
work we had done. We completed
our presentation and reports and
could not have been more excited.
The problem came when our evalua-
tions were returned and the professor
announced that my group had
spelled “Procter” wrong throughout
the entire project. That was very
embarrassing.

Lesson learned:  Double check, triple
check, quadruple check your work
before publishing, distributing, or
presenting anything.

Member Spotlight
Continued from Page 9

For those who are curious…I did
double-check my spelling of “Procter”
in the paragraph above. Otherwise
that would be the most embarrassing
moment.

What is your earliest childhood
memory?
It is hard to identify my earliest
childhood memory especially when
I had so many wonderful memories.
I would have to say that the earliest
memory that I could put a date to is
when my sister was born. I was
about 3 ½ years old and we were
living in Grand Rapids, Michigan. My
sister is now 22 years old and just
graduated from Liberty University.
She now lives in Atlanta, Georgia and
is an Employment Specialist with a
large employment-recruiting firm.

If you could change one thing in
your life, what would it be?
I would not change a thing. God has
blessed me with a wonderful life. I
have a wonderful family, good health,
a great career, and an eternal
purpose. �

PRC Search
Access to PRSA's knowledge repository is now just a click away! Now you can search and retrieve answers to
your most challenging PR research questions from our proprietary electronic database of full-text articles from
PRSA's award winning publications Tactics and Strategist and hundreds of award winning case studies from
Silver and Bronze Anvils.

Answers to your research challenges are at your fingertips. You can easily identify articles and cases:

� By Practice Area, for example: "Crisis Management" or "Internal Communications"

� By Industry, for example: "Food/Beverage" or "Sports"

� By Communications Channel, for example: "Press Releases" or "Internet"

� By searching any word or phrase locate precise information, for example: information on a company,
product or person. Or use the powerful search engine to combine a category and a "free text" search!

For additional information, please visit the “Resources” section online at prsa.org. �
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September is Ethics Month!

PRSA Member Statement of Professional Values

This statement presents the core values of PRSA members
and, more broadly, of the public relations profession. These
values provide the foundation for the Member Code of Ethics
and set the industry standard for the professional practice of
public relations. These values are the fundamental beliefs
that guide our behaviors and decision-making process. We
believe our professional values are vital to the integrity of the
profession as a whole.

ADVOCACY

We serve the public interest by acting as responsible
advocates for those we represent. We provide a voice in
the marketplace of ideas, facts, and viewpoints to aid
informed public debate.

HONESTY

We adhere to the highest standards of accuracy and truth
in advancing the interests of those we represent and in
communicating with the public.

EXPERTISE

We acquire and responsibly use specialized knowledge and
experience. We advance the profession through continued
professional development, research, and education. We build
mutual understanding, credibility, and relationships among a
wide array of institutions and audiences.

INDEPENDENCE

We provide objective counsel to those we represent. We are
accountable for our actions.

LOYALTY

We are faithful to those we represent, while honoring our
obligation to serve the public interest.

FAIRNESS

We deal fairly with clients, employers, competitors, peers,
vendors, the media, and the general public. We respect all
opinions and support the right of free expression.

PRSA Code Provisions

FREE FLOW OF INFORMATION

Core Principle

Protecting and advancing the free flow of
accurate and truthful information is essential
to serving the public interest and contributing
to informed decision making in a democratic
society.

Intent

To maintain the integrity of relationships with the
media, government officials, and the public.
To aid informed decision-making.

Guidelines

A member shall:

� Preserve the integrity of the process of
communication.

� Be honest and accurate in all
communications.

� Act promptly to correct erroneous
communications for which the practitioner
is responsible.

� Preserve the free flow of unprejudiced
information when giving or receiving gifts
by ensuring that gifts are nominal, legal,
and infrequent.

Examples of Improper Conduct Under
this Provision:

A member representing a ski manufacturer
gives a pair of expensive racing skis to a sports
magazine columnist, to influence the columnist
to write favorable articles about the product.

A member entertains a government official
beyond legal limits and/or in violation of
government reporting requirements. �
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President
Jennifer Faulkner
Public Relations Specialist,
Foot Levelers, Inc.

Immediate Past President
Christopher Finley
Director of Marketing
and Public Relations,
The Willard Companies

President Elect
Amy Whittaker
Public Relations Director,
American Red Cross

Treasurer
Beth Kolnok
Marketing Director,
Vistar Eye Center

Secretary
Thomas Becher
Vice President,
John Lambert Associates

Blue Ridge Chapter

Proposed 2007 Slate of Officers

Director at Large
Ray Douglas
VP Marketing and Recruitment,
Big Brothers Big Sisters

Director at Large
Allison Moore
Marketing Specialist,
ITT Industries Night Vision

Assembly Delegate
Teresa Gereaux, APR (2007)
Director of Public Relations,
Roanoke College

Director at Large
Cecelia Hovis (2007)
Strategic Planning Executive,
The O'Conner Group

Director at Large
JoBeth Brown (2007)
Public Affairs Staff Officer,
U.S. Forest Service

Existing Appointments (that carry over)
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PRSSA Student Spotlight

Name: Holly Marie Clements
Age: 23
PRSSA Member Since:
Fall 2005
College and Career:
Liberty University
Communication Studies

COLLEGE AND CAREER

Why did you choose PR as a
major?
I went to Clemson University for two
years to pursue a degree in Business
Management. I then transferred to
Liberty University in the Fall of 2004
and changed my major to Communi-
cation Studies with my specialization
in Public Relations.  I am also
working on a minor in Government.
I have been waiting tables the entire
time I have been in college at Ruby
Tuesday while in SC and at Olive
Garden here in Lynchburg.

What have been the highlights of
your college experience so far?
Clemson's business program was
very math-oriented (I'm NOT a math
person) and it helped me realize how
much I truly enjoy working with
people. I am also very interested in

the way the media relates to and
affects our society. This major has
helped me gain a deeper under-
standing of the complex interactions
between the world of media and its
publics. I also appreciate the
versatility of the knowledge I have
gained in my PR classes.

What's been the greatest challenge
you've faced in college?
The greatest challenge (other than
my math classes :-) was when I took
a year off from school while living in
South Carolina to try to figure out
what I really wanted to do and to gain
in-state residency.  I couldn't really
afford to keep paying out-of-state
tuition, so I worked full-time in
Clemson for a year and was
completely financially independent
from my parents for the first time in
my life. I had a series of unfulfilling,
unprofitable jobs and was generally
sick, unhappy, and exhausted the
entire year. During that same time I
got hit head on by a drunk driver and
spent much of the year in physical
therapy regaining the use of my left
arm. On the day that I was supposed
to get approved for my in-state
residency I realized that what I really
wanted to do was come back to VA
and go to Liberty. While that year
was the hardest time of my life,
coming to LU was the best decision I
ever made.

What is your greatest accomplish-
ment so far?
My internship at Rubenstein
Associates in New York City. I took
my classes online last semester and
moved to NYC to intern full-time at
Rubenstein. I worked primarily on the
Tribeca Film Festival account. I was
given huge amounts of responsibility
and during the festival I operated the
TFF Press Office with one other
full-time intern and a small staff. My
boss left it almost primarily in our
hands. I worked several red carpet
premiers (M:I III, United 93,
Poseidon, and several others).

I learned more about PR and about
my own abilities in that one semester
than I have in all my years of college
combined.

What is your career dream for the
future?
I would like to work in events
coordinating and eventually operate
my own entertainment venue that
would host wedding receptions and
business conferences and things of
that nature. I also intend to work for,
maybe even only on a volunteer
basis, a women's rights organization
like UNIFEM and hopefully I will be
able to volunteer over seas (in India
preferably).

What is your PR philosophy?
I believe it's definitely possible to be
successful in this field while being
honest with the public. PR practitio-
ners may be called "spin doctors" but
I still hold that honesty is the best
policy in every situation. Perhaps
certain aspects of the truth should be
highlighted, but it should be truthful
nonetheless.

PERSONAL LOW DOWN

Where were you born?
Rochester, New York

Where do you live?
I live with my parents in Lynchburg,
but I am spending the summer in
Charlottesville with my sister.

Pets?
A German shepherd named Captain
and a miniature dachshund named
D.O.G.

Continued on Page 14
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Outside interests/hobbies?
I read a lot (mostly the classics and
books on current events); I am very
interested in women's rights issues
so I do a lot of research on the topic;
I also do scrapbooking; I love all of
my graphic design classes and would
like to do some free lance work in the
field; I travel to NYC very frequently
and have seen over 20 shows there
and I like to go to the museums

How do you describe your
personality?
Passionate, Self-motivated, Trust
worthy, Energetic, Caring, Curious,
Slow-tempered, Independent,
Non-conforming, Bubbly, Tenacious,
Moody.

FAVORITES

Food:
Cheese Fries, Ceasar Salads,
Coca-Cola, Totino's Pizzas.

Musicians:
The Beatles, Frank Sinatra, Simon
and Garfunkel, Elton John, Jewel,
Amy Lee, Norah Jones.

Vacation Spot:
New York City, The Outer Banks.

Thing to Do:
Read Glamour magazine, play
around on facebook, watch Arrested
Development on DVD, go white-
water rafting, Jet Skiing, taking road
trips, dancing, shopping, getting
manicures.

What is your perfect day away
from school?
It would be spent on Smith Mountain
Lake riding my Jet Ski, or back in
NYC hanging out with my boyfriend
(who lives there).

PRSSA Student Spotlight
Continued from Page 13

Community Involvement:
I work as a secretary for the AWANA
club at Thomas Road Baptist Church,
I also write for 'The Champion' which
is the newspaper at LU, for spring
break this year I will be traveling to
Nicaragua with the Nicaraguan
Orphan Fund.  My sister did it last
year and she said it was a life-
changing experience.

Other activities include:
Golf, and I am working for John
Anderson Construction this summer.
I work at the job sites and assist the
guys in the demolition and clean-up
projects. I also work in the wood
shop so I have learned a lot about
carpentry this summer.

FUN & BIZARRE

If there was reincarnation and you
had a say in the matter, what
would you come back as?
I would definitely come back as a
giraffe. I think they are extremely
interesting and stately looking. They
are also very loyal to one another.

What's your most embarrassing
moment?
It was when I was a varsity football
cheerleader in high school and we
were playing an away game at
Jefferson Forest High School.  We
were wearing all white uniforms with
white danz skin tights underneath
because it was a little chilly.  Well,
this boy I had been dating off and on
for a few weeks came to the game
just to watch me cheer. I was flirting
with him the whole first half and
during half-time my squad took our
break on the bleachers a few rows
down from where he was sitting.
When it was time to go back on the
field, I turned around to face him,
blew him a kiss, and leapt (literally)
off the bleacher row we were sitting
on. Unfortunately the grass next to
the bleachers was wet from rain
earlier that day and I slid down the
hill on my side in front of the entire
home bleacher section, my fellow

cheerleaders, and the boy I had been
flirting with. I had to cheer the rest of
the night with grass stains all over my
white uniform.

What is your earliest childhood
memory?
I lived in Springfield, MO from two
years of age until I was four. For
one of the Christmas's while I was
living there I desperately wanted a
Cabbage Patch doll. At the time my
parents couldn't afford to buy me one
so my mom made me a doll from
Nylons and yarn. I loved it!

If you could change one thing in
your life, what would it be?
It's probably cliché to say, but I would
make more time to workout and eat
less greasy foods.

If you were to share something
that would shock me, what would
it be?
I have no desire to ever get married
and I am certain that I do not want to
have any children. However, when I
am financially stable I would like to
adopt a foreign orphan. Probably a
girl.  �
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Back in Blacksburg after a summer
full of internships, travels, and
maybe a little relaxing, VTPRSSA’s
executive committee is ready and
excited for the new school year to
begin. With a successful year behind
them, the executive members are
planning for an even better year with
new speakers, hands-on workshops,
social events, fundraisers, increased
local and national participation, and
the opportunity for students to get
involved in numerous committees.

The members of the 2006-07
executive committee include:

Ashley Hess, President

Devin Milton, Special Events
Coordinator

Kayleigh Turner, Firm Director

Chelsea Smith, Programming
Director

Kate Lehmkuhler, Chapter
Relations Director

Alia Ghannam, Promotions
Director

Jennifer Papayanopolous,
Secretary

Julianna Wind, Financial Director

Neal Turnage, Webmaster.

VTPRSSA is very fortunate to be led
by two PR professionals. Dr. Andrew
Paul Williams, our faculty advisor,
teaches many public relations
courses in the Department of
Communication at Virginia Tech, and
also has extensive experience as a
PR practitioner. Ellen Agee, our
professional advisor, is currently the
Marketing Manager for Vitech
Corporation in Blacksburg. We are
confident both of our advisors will
play a vital role in the success of our
chapter this year.

In the Fall semester, VTPRSSA will
again host a professional develop-
ment series, which last year included
workshops on planning a press
conference, hiring tips for first-time
jobs and internships, positive
workplace strategies, and dining
etiquette. In addition to the series,
we will host speakers from all
across the field of public relations,
with the goal of providing countless
professional development opportuni-
ties for students.

Our annual Comm. Connections
conference will be held in March
2007. This conference provides
students with the opportunity to
attend workshops related to their
specific area of interests within the
field of communication. We would
like to make this event a PRSSA
regional activity which would open it
to PRSSA chapters across the nation.
Beginning this semester and until
the date of the conference, students
will be able to join the Comm.
Connections committee, which will
plan all aspects of the event.

VTPRSSA also plans to develop a
Bateman team. This year’s Bateman
Competition Case Study is Family
Caregiving, a national public
awareness program designed to
encourage family caregivers to
acknowledge their role and seek
available assistance. Virginia Tech
students will compete for a spot on
the Bateman team, which will then
develop a public relations program
for the client throughout the school
year. Through participation in this
competition, one of our goals is to
make the Virginia Tech PRSSA
chapter recognized nationally within
the PR community. Another goal is to
become more engaged with members
of PRSA who will serve as advisors
for future projects.

Another goal for this year is to
increase fundraising for the purpose
of sending students to events such
as PRSSA National Conference and
National Assembly. The funds we
raise will also go towards Comm.
Connections in the spring. We plan
to continue selling “VT Comm.”
t-shirts, featuring the “Top 10
Reasons to be a Comm. Major.”
We will also host a silent auction
before the end of the fall semester.

VTPRSSA will offer numerous
committee opportunities for students
to be involved, in addition to those
for Comm. Connections and
Bateman.  These include:  the
programming committee, to help
plan speakers and workshops
throughout the semester, and the
promotions committee, which
designs fliers for meetings and
develops the chapter newsletter,
The Medium. Students may also join
our student-run firm, Horizon
Communications.

We would love to have PRSA
members visit our campus and
speak to students about their
experiences in the field of public
relations. The VTPRSSA executive
committee hopes for another year
of increased membership and
retention, networking, and resume
and portfolio building.  �

By: Ashley Hess,
VT PRSSA President




